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SUBJECT: CAMPAIGN NOT TO INTERFERE WITH PRODUCTION 

REF: HONG KONG 2586 

1 . GROWING MEDIA EMPHASIS ON PRODUCTION EFFORTS, MOST 
NOTABLY IN A SERIES OF NCNA ARTICLES, SHARPEN THE INDICATORS 
OF GREATER CONTROL OF CRITICISM CAMPAIGN ACTIVITIES (REFTEL). 
THE ARTICLES ALSO CARRY THE CLEAR IMPLICATION THAT CRITICISM 
OF CAPITALIST ROADERS WILL NOT BE ALLOWED TO INTERFERE WITH 
PRODUCTION. CLAIMING PRODUCTION INCREASES IN CHINA'S TROUBLED 
STEEL INDUSTRY, A MARCH 14 ARTICLE CITES ONE STEEL MILL WHICH 
"HAS MADE PROPER ARRANGEMENTS FOR WORKERS TO ATTEND STUDY 
COURSES BY TURNS WHILE ENSURING NORMAL PRODUCTION." AT 
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AND RESULT IN "REDOUBLED EFFORTS" IN PRODUCTION. 

2. OTHER ARTICLES REFER TO GAINS MADE IN AGRICULTURE, WITH 
ONLY LIP SERVICE TO THE CRITICISM CAMPAIGN. A MARCH 12 
RELEASE CLAIMS GAINS IN FARMLAND IMPROVEMENT THROUGHOUT 
CHINA AND CITES THE DRIVE TO BUILD TACHAI-TYPE COUNTIES, 

A CENTERPIECE OF LAST FALL'S TACHAI CONFERENCE. THE CONFERENCE 
ITSELF IS REFERRED TO IN A MARCH 13 ARTICLE ON SPRING FARMING. 

3. MANY REFERENCES TO THE "THREE DIRECTIVES AS THE KEY LINK," 

WHICH IS THE HEART OF THE ATTACK AGAINST TENG, WERE ASSOCIATED 
WITH CALLS TO IMPLEMENT THE TACHAI CONFERENCE. THIS, AND THE 
FACT THAT THE CONFERENCE'S CALL FOR MODERNIZATION OF AGRICULTURE 
WAS OFTEN STRESSED AT THE EXPENSE OF THE MORE POLITICALLY- 
ORIENTED GOALS, COULD HAVE CAUSED THE CONFERENCE'S DECISIONS 

TO BE CONSIDERED TAINTED. THUS THE OMISSION OF ALL REFERENCE 
TO THE CONFERENCE IN A FEBRUARY 24 PEOPLE'S DAILY SPRING 
FARMING EDITORIAL LED TO SPECULATION THAT THE CONFERENCE’S 
IMPORTANCE AS A CAMPAIGN THEME AND A GUIDE TO ACTION WAS 
BEING DOWNGRADED. ITS RENEWED PROMINENCE HAS COINCIDED WITH 
TACHAI MODEL CHEN YUNG-KUEI'S RETURN TO THE PUBLIC STAGE 
AFTER AN ABSENCE OF SIX WEEKS. WHILE THIS INDICATES THAT 
THE LEADERSHIP STRUGGLE WILL NOT BE PERMITTED TO AFFECT 
BASIC AGRICULTURAL POLICY, IT MAY ALSO MEAN THAT THE LEADERSHIP 
HAS POSITIVELY EVALUATED THE TACHAI CONFERENCE AND ITS 
DECISIONS AS WELL AS THE ROLE OF CHEN. 
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